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Pesach sheni –  
The Second chance for  

The PaScal offering

Pesach sheni literally means “The second Pass-
over”. is there really a second Passover? how do we celebrate it? 

The answer is that “Pesach” in this context refers to the Pesach 
offering, the Korban Pesach.  and yes, the Korban Pesach could 
be brought  on the 14th of the month of iyar, one month after 
most of the Jewish nation brought their Korban Pesach, on the 
14th of the month of nissan.  Only someone who did not bring 
the Korban Pesach on the 14th of nissan is permitted to bring 
it on the 14th of iyar. Thus, Pesach sheni refers to a second op-
portunity to bring the Korban Pesach. 

There is a very important lesson in Pesach sheni. This pam-
phlet will focus on that lesson. 

The very first Korban Pesach brought by the Jewish people in 
egypt just before their very momentous departure had such a 
deep and profound effect on each of them that it set the stage 
for the actual exodus from egypt and for the future of the Jewish 
people as the free and independent nation of hashem.

ספר שמות פרק יב 

ָעׂשר ַלחֶֹדׁש ַהזֶּה  ּבֶ ָרֵאל ֵלאֹמר  ִיׂשְ ל ֲעַדת  רּו ֶאל ּכָ ּבְ ּדַ )ג( 
ִית: ה ַלּבָ ה ְלֵבית ָאֹבת ׂשֶ ְוִיְקחּו ָלֶהם ִאיׁש ׂשֶ

3: Speak to the entire assembly of israel, Saying: on the 
tenth of this month they shall take for themselves- each 
man- a lamb/ kid for a father’s house, a lamb/ kid for each 

household.
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ֹרב  ֵכנֹו ַהּקָ ה ְוָלַקח הּוא ּוׁשְ ִית ִמְהיֹות ִמּשֶׂ )ד( ְוִאם ִיְמַעט ַהּבַ
ה ֹכּסּו ַעל ַהּשֶׂ ִמְכַסת ְנָפׁשֹת ִאיׁש ְלִפי ָאְכלֹו ּתָ יתֹו ּבְ ֶאל ּבֵ

4: But if the household will be too small for a lamb/ kid, 
then he and his neighbor who is near his house shall take 
according to the number of people; everyone in proportion 

to his eating, shall you be counted for the lamb/ kid. 

ּוִמן  ים  ָבׂשִ ַהּכְ ִמן  ָלֶכם  ִיְהֶיה  ָנה  ׁשָ ן  ּבֶ ָזָכר  ָתִמים  ה  ׂשֶ )ה( 
חּו ּקָ ים ּתִ ָהִעזִּ

5: a perfect lamb/ kid a male, within its first year shall it be 
for you; from the sheep or from the goats shall you take it. 

ר יֹום ַלחֶֹדׁש ַהזֶּה  ָעה ָעׂשָ ֶמֶרת ַעד ַאְרּבָ )ו( ְוָהָיה ָלֶכם ְלִמׁשְ
ִים ין ָהַעְרּבָ ָרֵאל ּבֵ ֲחטּו ֹאתֹו ּכֹל ְקַהל ֲעַדת ִיׂשְ ְוׁשָ

6: it shall be unto you for safekeeping until the fourteenth 
day of this month; the entire congregation of the assembly 

of israel shall slaughter it in the afternoon. 

קֹוף ַעל  ׁשְ זּוֹזת ְוַעל ַהּמַ י ַהּמְ ּתֵ ם ְוָנְתנּו ַעל ׁשְ )ז( ְוָלְקחּו ִמן ַהּדָ
ֶהם ר ֹיאְכלּו ֹאתֹו ּבָ ים ֲאׁשֶ ּתִ ַהּבָ

7: They shall take some of its blood and place it on the two 
doorposts and on the lintel upon the houses in which they 

will eat it. 

ַעל  ּוַמּצֹות  ֵאׁש  ְצִלי  ַהזֶּה  ְיָלה  ּלַ ּבַ ר  ׂשָ ַהּבָ ֶאת  ְוָאְכלּו  )ח( 
ְמֹרִרים ֹיאְכֻלהּו

8: They shall eat the flesh on that night- roasted over the 
fire- and matzos; with bitter herbs shall they eat it.

י ִאם ְצִלי  ּכִ ִים  ּמָ ּבַ ל  ָ ל ְמֻבּשׁ ּוָבׁשֵ ּנּו ָנא  ִמּמֶ )ט( ַאל ּתֹאְכלּו 
ָרָעיו ְוַעל ִקְרּבֹו ֵאׁש ֹראׁשֹו ַעל ּכְ

9: do not eat of it underdone or cooked in water; but only 
roasted by fire- its head with its legs, with its innards. 
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ֵאׁש  ּנּו ַעד ּבֶֹקר ּבָ ּנּו ַעד ּבֶֹקר ְוַהּנָֹתר ִמּמֶ )י( ְולֹא תֹוִתירּו ִמּמֶ
ֹרפּו ׂשְ ּתִ

10: You shall not leave any of it until morning; and that 
which is left of it until morning you shall burn in the fire. 

ַרְגֵליֶכם  )יא( ְוָכָכה ּתֹאְכלּו ֹאתֹו ָמְתֵניֶכם ֲחֻגִרים ַנֲעֵליֶכם ּבְ
ַסח הּוא ַליֹדָוד זֹון ּפֶ ִחּפָ ם ֹאתֹו ּבְ ֶיְדֶכם ַוֲאַכְלּתֶ ְלֶכם ּבְ ּוַמּקֶ

11: So shall you eat it: your loins girded, your shoes on your 
feet, and your staff in you hand; you shall eat it in haste- 

it is a pesach offering to hashem.

it began On the first day 
of the month of nissan. moshe com-
manded the Jewish nation that on the 
tenth of the month they were all to take 
a lamb or kid for each family or each 
household. a lamb or a kid? how could 
they do that? The lamb was one of the 
gods of the egyptians! They worshiped 

“The Ram-god Khnum”, the lord of the first cataract, who 
presided over the annual rise of the nile, according to egyptian 
mythology. 

and what were they to do with this sheep? tie it to their bed-
posts for four days to inspect if for a blemish, which would ren-
der it unfit for a sacrifice, then slaughter it and grill it for all the 
egyptians to smell. The blood would be placed on the doorposts 
and on the lintel above the door. 

The egyptians would know about each and every step. The 
Jews were even commanded to let the egyptians know what 
they were doing. What an affront to them! and these egyp-
tians were their former captors and masters.  yet, this was the  
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commandment, no mistake about it. 

The Jewish people in egypt had learned from the ways of the 
egyptians and had themselves worshipped the lamb as a god. 
The act of taking the lamb for slaughter, represented a remark-
able step in the break with their past lives. This was exactly the 
exercise that hashem wanted them to do, and it was a diffi-
cult one. but the Jewish people did it without hesitation, and 
through doing so, proved to hashem and to themselves that 
they were ready for a new life as servants of hashem. 

The tenth of nissan was a shabbat that year, and when all the 
egyptians gathered together to try to kill the Jews, shabbat pro-
tected them. it is for this reason, according to some commentar-
ies, that the shabbat before Pesach is called “shabbat hagadol”, 
the great shabbat. it commemorates the miracle of the saving of 
the Jewish people from the hands of the angry egyptians. 

additionally, the Jews were not permitted to eat the Korban 
Pesach in an uncircumcised state. Thus, the men underwent cir-
cumcision the next day in order to be permitted to eat from the 
sacrifice. 

This was the second step in their break with the past, and 
their commitment to a new future as the nation of hashem. you 
see, while in egypt, Jewish men had stopped doing circumcision 
so as not to look different than the egyptian men. now, once 
again, they were prepared to carry a sign on their bodies that 
they were different.

after mid-day on the 14th day of nissan, it was time to ac-
tually slaughter the lamb. at that time, all the Jewish people 
were prepared to slaughter it. Their confidence and resolve had 
steadily grown stronger and stronger since they had separated 
the lamb four days ago, and they had withstood the anger and 
threats of the egyptians. 

The Korban Pesach had many interesting laws associated with 
it. 
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The Jews had to dip a bundle of hyssop into the blood of the 
lamb and spread it on the two doorposts and the lintel above 
the door. This sign would save the first born in the house from 
the last plague that would strike exactly at midnight. The first 
born in every Egyptian house would be killed. 

The Jews had to eat all the meat of the lamb and were not 
permitted to leave over any until the morning. 

They were only allowed to roast it, not fry it or cook it in water. 

It had to be roasted whole. 

They were not permitted to break any bones of the lamb. 

They had to eat it with Matzah and marror. 

Non-Jews or even a Jew who was not circumcised was not 
permitted to eat from it. 

Before slaughtering the lamb, they needed to know exactly who 
was going to eat from that specific lamb, and no one else, other 
than the people for whom it was slaughtered, was permitted to 
eat from it. They were not allowed to take any meat out of the 
house and give it to someone else. 

it is fOr this reasOn that Passover has always been 
a holiday celebrated by the coming together of families and 
friends. because the lamb had to be completely consumed that 
night, and only the people who were committed to eating from 
it were permitted to eat it, they gathered together in the house 
in which it would be eaten before Passover. additionally, only a 
small part of the lamb was eaten by each person.

The Jews had to eat the Korban with their loins girded, their 
shoes on their feet, their staff in their hands and in haste. 

can you imagine how exciting it must have been to be in 
egypt on that momentous night, the 15th of the month of nis-
san? The house is teaming with people, family and friends, gath-
ered together to eat the Korban Pesach. everyone must get a 
piece of lamb, matzah and marror and eat it with their loins 
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girded, their shoes on their feet, a stick in hand. can you imag-
ine what that looked like? it sounds pretty exciting! 

The Korban Pesach, with all its steps and laws, became the 
seminal event in the exodus that would allow the Jewish people 
to relive for all time the excitement, the feelings and the emo-
tions of the night they were released from egypt.  

as the month of nissan came around again, the Jewish people 
were excited about participating in the Korban Pesach for the 
second time. Once again, they could experience the feelings of 
the exodus. This time, it would come with deep feelings of grati-
tude, for by now they had experienced many more miracles that 
guaranteed their safety and wellbeing. 

ספר במדבר פרק ט 

ִנית  ֵ ַהּשׁ ָנה  ָ ּשׁ ּבַ ִסיַני  ר  ְבִמְדּבַ ה  מׁשֶ ֶאל  ְיֹדָוד  ר  ַוְיַדּבֵ )א( 
חֶֹדׁש ָהִראׁשֹון ֵלאֹמר: ְלֵצאָתם ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ּבַ

1: hashem spoke to Moses, in the Wilderness of Sinai, in 
the second year from their exodus from the land of egypt, 

in the first month, saying:

מֹוֲעדֹו ַסח ּבְ ָרֵאל ֶאת ַהּפָ )ב( ְוַיֲעׂשּו ְבֵני ִיׂשְ
2: The children of israel shall make the pesach- offering in 

its appointed time

ֲעׂשּו ֹאתֹו  ִים ּתַ ין ָהַעְרּבַ חֶֹדׁש ַהזֶּה ּבֵ ר יֹום ּבַ ָעה ָעׂשָ ַאְרּבָ )ג( ּבְ
ֲעׂשּו ֹאתֹו ָטיו ּתַ ּפָ ָכל ֻחּקָֹתיו ּוְכָכל ִמׁשְ ֹמֲעדֹו ּכְ ּבְ

3: on the fourteenth day of this month in the afternoon 
shall you make it, in its appointed time; according t all its 

decrees and according to all its laws shall you make it.



Pe
sa

ch
 s

h
en

i s
O

U
Rc

e 
sh

ee
T

8

ַסח ָרֵאל ַלֲעׂשת ַהּפָ ֵני ִיׂשְ ה ֶאל ּבְ ר מׁשֶ )ד( ַוְיַדּבֵ
4: Moses spoke to the children of israel to make the 

pesach- offering.

ר יֹום ַלחֶֹדׁש  ָעה ָעׂשָ ַאְרּבָ ִראׁשֹון ּבְ ַסח ּבָ ֲעׂשּו ֶאת ַהּפֶ )ה( ַוּיַ
ה  ה ְיֹדָוד ֶאת מׁשֶ ר ִצּוָ ֹכל ֲאׁשֶ ר ִסיָני ּכְ ִמְדּבַ ִים ּבְ ין ָהַעְרּבַ ּבֵ

ָרֵאל ֵני ִיׂשְ ן ָעׂשּו ּבְ ּכֵ
5: They made the pesach- offering in the first month, on 
the fourteenth day of the month, in the afternoon, in the 
Wilderness of Sinai; according to everything that hashem 

had commanded Moses, so the children of israel did. 

ָיְכלּו  ְולֹא  ָאָדם  ְלֶנֶפׁש  ְטֵמִאים  ָהיּו  ר  ֲאׁשֶ ים  ֲאָנׁשִ ַוְיִהי  )ו( 
ה ְוִלְפֵני ַאֲהֹרן  ְקְרבּו ִלְפֵני מׁשֶ ּיֹום ַההּוא ַוּיִ ַסח ּבַ ַלֲעׂשת ַהּפֶ

ּיֹום ַההּוא ּבַ
6:There were men who had been made impure by a human 
corpse and could not make the pesach- offering on that 
day; so they approached before Moses, and before aaron 

on that day.

ְלֶנֶפׁש  ְטֵמִאים  ֲאַנְחנּו  ֵאָליו  ה  ָהֵהּמָ ים  ָהֲאָנׁשִ ַוּיֹאְמרּו  )ז( 
ֹמֲעדֹו  ּבְ ְיֹדָוד  ן  ָקְרּבַ ֶאת  ַהְקִריב  י  ְלִבְלּתִ ַרע  ִנּגָ ה  ָלּמָ ָאָדם 

ָרֵאל ֵני ִיׂשְ תֹוְך ּבְ ּבְ
7: Those men said to him, “We are impure through a human 
corpse; why should we be left out by not offering hashem’s 
offering in its appointed time among the children of 

israel?”.

ְיֹדָוד  ה  ַצּוֶ ּיְ ַמה  ְמָעה  ְוֶאׁשְ ִעְמדּו  ה  מׁשֶ ֲאֵלֶהם  ַוּיֹאֶמר  )ח( 
ָלֶכם

8: Moses said to them, “stand and i will hear what hashem 
will command you.” 
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With baited breath, the Jewish nation waited for 
moshe to tell them about the laws pertaining to the first Kor-
ban Pesach in the desert. but what was this?  moshe announced 
that no one who has come in contact with a dead body will be 
permitted to participate in the bringing of the Korban Pesach. 
This is because they had become spiritually unclean and would 
require as seven day process of purification. 

amongst the congregation, there were people who had come 
in contact with a dead body and were spiritually unclean. There 
are three opinions in the talmud (succah 25b) of who these 
people were. rabbi yossi haglili is of the opinion that they were 
the ones who had been carrying the coffin of yosef that they had 
taken with them out of egypt. rabbi akiva is of the opinion 
that they were mishael and eltzofon who were told by moshe to 
remove the bodies of nadav and avihu, the two sons of aharon 
who died for bringing incense that was not commanded. rabbi 
yitzchok is of the opinion that they were people whose relatives 
had recently died, and they performed the mitzvah of burying 
them. 

These people were devastated when they heard they would not 
be eligible to participate in the bringing of the Korban Pesach. 
They could not conceive of not bringing it. how could they not 
be part of the event that was so important to who they were? 
how could they be deprived of the opportunity to relive the 
amazing events of the exodus from egypt for which they are so 
thankful to hashem? 

They approached moshe and said exactly this: “Why should 
we be diminished by not offering the Korban Pesach with the 
rest of the Jewish nation?” 

moshe told them to wait and see what hashem would tell 
him. This is what hashem told moshe.
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ספר במדבר פרק ט 

אֹמר ה ּלֵ ר ְיֹדָוד ֶאל מׁשֶ )ט( ַוְיַדּבֵ
9: hashem spoke to Moses, saying:

ָטֵמא  ִיְהֶיה  י  ּכִ ִאיׁש  ִאיׁש  ֵלאֹמר  ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ ֵני  ּבְ ֶאל  ר  ּבֵ ּדַ )י( 
ֶפַסח  ה  ְוָעׂשָ ְלֹדֹרֵתיֶכם  אֹו  ָלֶכם  ְרחָֹקה  ְבֶדֶרְך  אֹו  ָלֶנֶפׁש 

ַליֹדָוד
10: Speak to the children of israel, saying: if any man 
will become impure through a corpse or on a distant 
road, whether you or your generations, he shall make the 

pesach- offering for hashem,

ַיֲעׂשּו  ִים  ָהַעְרּבַ ין  ּבֵ יֹום  ר  ָעׂשָ ָעה  ַאְרּבָ ּבְ ִני  ֵ ַהּשׁ חֶֹדׁש  ּבַ )יא( 
ֹאתֹו ַעל ַמּצֹות ּוְמֹרִרים ֹיאְכֻלהּו

11: in the second month, on the fourteenth day, in the 
afternoon, shall they make it; with matzos and bitter herbs 

they shall eat it.

ָכל  רּו בֹו ּכְ ּבְ ּנּו ַעד ּבֶֹקר ְוֶעֶצם לֹא ִיׁשְ ִאירּו ִמּמֶ )יב( לֹא ַיׁשְ
ַסח ַיֲעׂשּו ֹאתֹו ת ַהּפֶ ֻחּקַ

12: They shall not leave over from it until morning and 
they shall not break a bone of it; like all the decrees of the 

pesach- offering shall they make it. 

ר הּוא ָטהֹור ּוְבֶדֶרְך לֹא ָהָיה ְוָחַדל ַלֲעׂשֹות  )יג( ְוָהִאיׁש ֲאׁשֶ
לֹא  ְיֹדָוד  ן  ָקְרּבַ י  ּכִ יָה  ֵמַעּמֶ ַהִהוא  ֶפׁש  ַהּנֶ ְוִנְכְרָתה  ַסח  ַהּפֶ

א ָהִאיׁש ַההּוא ֹמֲעדֹו ֶחְטאֹו ִיּשָׂ ִהְקִריב ּבְ
13: But a man who is pure and was not on the road  and 
had refrained from making the pesach- offering, that soul 
should be cut off from its people, for he had not offered 
hashem’s offering in its appointed time; that man will bear 

his sin. 



Pe
sa

ch
 s

h
en

i s
O

U
Rc

e 
sh

ee
T

11

sO, frOm this Was bOrn the Pesach sheni, the sec-
ond chance for those who were not eligible to bring the Korban 
Pesach on the first opportunity to bring it on the 14th of iyar. 

There are many valuable lessons to learn from the response of 
the spiritually unclean people to the law told to them by moses. 

first, we understand that the Jews viewed the commandment 
of Korban Pesach as an opportunity for growth and could not 
conceive of themselves continuing on without it.

second, we learn a very valuable lesson from hashem’s re-
sponse to them. That is, t if hashem sees that a spiritual matter 
is of utmost importance to us, to the point where we cannot live 
without it, he will always respond in the positive. even against 
what seems like impossible odds. 

take this case for example. hashem said, “anyone who is spir-
itually unclean may not partake of it. “ What are the chances 
that this edict will change? This is the law. but the Jews could 
not live without the Korban Pesach, and hashem changed the 
law for them. 

These are two very valuable lessons we can incorporate in our 
lives. first, to understand that every mitzvah is an opportunity 
to grow, and we are diminished if we let even one get away from 
us. second, if hashem sees how serious we are about a mitzvah, 
he will always help us to perform it. 
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and PromoTe JeWish 
idenTiTy and values by 
offering a Wide varieTy of 
meaningful Programs and 
insPiraTional classes. WiTh 
a sTaff of World-class 
educaTors, ParTners aims 
To helP members of The 
deTroiT JeWish communiTy 
connecT To Their oWn rich 
heriTage. Through iTs many 
educaTional Programs and 
communiTy-Wide service 
ProJecTs, ParTners deTroiT 
reaches Thousands of 
JeWish deTroiTers each year.


